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S T A R T E S T 

Transporter Kombi's cab seats, including headrests, are upholstered to match soft furnishings; dashboard and facia are finished in grey/black 
vinyl to reduce glare; all major and minor controls fall easily to hand 

_ M B a m o u n t i n g t o £1500-worth o f 
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d a s h b o a r d v e n t s f o r t h e h e a t ­
i n g s y s t e m ; a n d s t o r a g e b i n s 
o n b o t h c a b d o o r s . 

H o l d s w o r t h ' s V i l l a c o n v e r ­
s i o n r e q u i r e s t h a t t h e r e a r o f f ­
s i d e w i n d o w b e r e p l a c e d b y a 
G R P m o u l d i n g t o p r o v i d e p r i ­
v a c y f o r t h e w a r d r o b e . 

T h e m o d e l w e t e s t e d w a s 
t h e 8 4 b h p t w o - l i t r e p e t r o l v e r ­
s i o n ; 1.9 a n d 2 . 5 - l i t r e d i e s e l 
p o w e r u n i t s a r e o p t i o n a l . 

C a b s p e c i f i c a t i o n i s , if a n y ­
t h i n g , m o r e c a r - l i k e t h a n t h e 
o l d T r a n s p o r t e r , w i t h a s l i g h t l y 
m o r e a n g l e d s t e e r i n g w h e e i 
a n d t h e s o r t o f m i n o r c o n t r o l s 
a n d s w i t c h g e a r e x p e c t e d in a 
s a l o o n o r e s t a t e c a r . 

C h u n k y s t a l k s o n e a c h s i d e 
o f t h e s t e e r i n g c o l u m n c o n t r c 
i n d i c a t o r s , m a i n a n d d i p p e c 
h e a d l a m p b e a m s , a n d t h e 
w a s h / w i p e s y s t e m . S e p a r a t e 
le f t a n d r i g h t t u r n a r r o w w a r n ­
i n g l i g h t s a r e p r o v i d e d o n t h e 
i n s t r u m e n t p a n e l , w h i l e t h e 
w i p e r s a r e t w o - s p e e d a n : 
i n t e r m i t t e n t . A l s o s t a n d a r d is a 
t a i l g a t e w a s h / w i p e , p l u s a 

VW V i l l a 
W mm W H i l l 

V o l k s w a g e n ' s a l l - n e w f r o n t - e n g i n e , f r o n t - w h e e l d r i v e T r a n s p o r t e r i s a n 
e x c i t i n g p r o s p e c t f o r m o t o r c a r a v a n n i n g i n t h e 9 0 s a n d , p r e s u m a b l y , 
o n i n t o t h e n e x t c e n t u r y . H e r e a r e o u r i m p r e s s i o n s o f t h e l a t e s t V i l l a 

V o l k s w a g e n is a n a m e 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 
b e s t in m o t o r c a r a ­
v a n s f o r a s l o n g a s w e 

c a n r e m e m b e r . T r u e , t h e 
T r a n s p o r t e r h a d i ts c r i t i c s , n o t 
l e a s t t h o s e w h o p o i n t e d o u t 
t h e p r o b l e m s c a u s e d b y i ts 
r e a r e n g i n e , s a i d t o l i m i t t h e 
T y p e 2 ' s f l e x i b i l i t y a s a m o t o r 
c a r a v a n c o n v e r s i o n . 

W e l l , a f t e r y e a r s o f d e v e l o p ­
m e n t a n d a n i n v e s t m e n t o f 
s o m e £700 m i l l i o n , V W 
a d d i c t s a n d c r i t i c s a l i k e n o w 

h a v e a c o m p l e t e l y n e w T r a n s ­
p o r t e r - w i t h i t s e n g i n e a t t h e 
f r o n t , d r i v i n g t h e f r o n t w h e e l s . 

V o l k s w a g e n a r e n o w ' o v e r 
t h e h u m p ' a n d m o t o r c a r a v a n -
n e r s c a n l o o k f o r w a r d n o t o n l y 
t o a v e h i c l e w h i c h is a e r o -
d y n a m i c a l l y s u p e r i o r t o i t s 
p r e d e c e s s o r , b u t w h i c h o f f e r s 
m o r e s p a c e , g r e a t e r c a b 
c o m f o r t a n d s h e e r ' d r i v e -
a b i l i t y ' . 

W e a r e g r a t e f u l t o R i c h a r d 
H o l d s w o r t h C o n v e r s i o n s f o r 
g i v i n g u s a n e a r l y o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o b o r r o w h i s l a t e s t v e r s i o n o f 
t h e V i l l a h i g h - t o p , o n w h i c h w e 
h a v e b a s e d t h i s a s s e s s m e n t . 

C o n t i n u i n g t h e i r l i n e - u p o f 
m o d e l s o n t h e e a r l i e r T r a n s ­
p o r t e r , H o l d s w o r t h a l s o h a s a 
n e w e l e v a t i n g - r o o f v e r s i o n o f 
t h e V i l l a , p l u s a ' t o p - r a n g e ' 
V i s i o n , in w h i c h t h e l a y o u t 
o f f e r s w a l k - t h r o u g h f r o m f r o n t 
t o b a c k . 

T h e n e w T r a n s p o r t e r v a r i a n t 
s u p p l i e d exclusively t o V W -
r e c o g n i s e d c o n v e r t e r s is a 
K o m b i , w i t h s o m e t h i n g 
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STAR TEST 

Interior layout looks similar to earlier Villas: Electrolux fridge has been Transverse settee is fitted with lap belts and is now built on a metal-
replaced by a top-loading 12v/240v/gas unit, allowing more storage in framed base: anchorage points and frame have been crash-tested 
kitchen cupboards 

Stainless steel appliances are beneath kitchen worktops: left-hand 
cupboard takes a portable toilet: Propex heater in right-hand 
cupboard will be properly boxed in - one of Villa's optional extras 

Settee converts easily to a comfortable double bed, leaving free 
access to cab etc 

heated rear window in which 
the elements extend over the 
full glass area, including the 
'park' position for the rear 
wiper blade. 

Instruments are deeply 
recessed against reflections, 
but in direct line of sight of the 
driver. Clearly laid out are 
temperature and fuel level 
gauges, plus a large speedo­
meter which includes total 
mileage and trip recorders. 
The speedo, however, lacks 
numbered intervals for 
30mph, 50mph and 70mph. 

fiCab specification is, if anything, more 
car-like than the old Transporter? 
Motor caravanners interested 
in the time of day will be 
pleased to see a clock incor­
porated into the panel. 

Equally car-like are the new 
Transporter's driving charac­
teristics. Gearchange/clutch 
combination is both light and 
positive, and we were 
pleased to see that VW have 
opted for a more conventional 
five-speed gearbox. 

It was also pleasing to find 
that the new Transporter has 
lost none of the all-round vis­
ibility of its predecessor. If 
anything it's even better now. 
thanks to the combination of 
horizontal nearside and verti­
cal offside door mirrors. Add 
excellent lateral vision and 
unimpeded view through to 
the rear from the dipping cab 
mirror and we don't think there 

will be any complaints on this 
score. 

Facing the front passenger 
is a narrow, lockable glove 
compartment with a deep, 
scalloped tray above. The 
latter is not level enough for 
drinks, although a flat area 
extending across the dashtop 
may well prove more con­
venient. 

Inner door panel mouldings 
incorporate a comfortable 
'elbow rest' for the driver, 
while deep, sectioned storage 

• p.39 
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STAR TEST 

Villa's wardrobe is in the traditional VW position behind the settee; 
visible are the mains RCD unit and isolator taps for gas appliances 

bins are provided on both cab 
doors. 

Additional storage is avail­
able in cubby holes set in the 
lower dashboard on each 
side of the steering wheel. 

Heating and ventilation 
controls are fitted centre dash 
and easily reached by the 
driver. As well as grille outlets 
for fresh air at each end of the 
dash, there are two additional 
vents in the centre. A four-
speed fan boosts airflow. 

Volkswagen do not fit a 
radio as standard, although a 
retractable aerial is installed 
in production. A 12v cigarette 
lighter is, however, part of the 
standard specification. 

Performance from the two-
litre/five-speed gearbox com­
bination left us in no doubt 
that the new Transporter is 
destined to enjoy continued 
popularity with motor cara-
vanners who like to use their 
vehicles every day. Around 
town it blends in with other 
traffic, keeping up with the 
general flow. Motorway cruis­
ing at 70mph is effortless and 
quiet, and we detected no 
undue signs of sensitivity to 
cross-winds or overtaking 
heavy vehicles. 

Whether in town or out on 
the open road, occupants get 
a comfortable ride from all-
round independent suspen­
sion. Initial design engineer­
ing between the converter 
and the base vehicle manu­
facturers has paid off in that 
the conversion feels taut on 
the road and remains stable 

even at high speeds. 
VW claim around 29mpg for 

the two-litre Kombi at a steady 
56mph. On a new vehicle with 
less than 50 miles on the 

Open lockers provide additional storage over the cab, where the roof-
cut-out tapers inwards 

fiThe new Transporter is destined to enjoy 
continued popularity with motor 
caravanners who like to use their vehicles 
every day 5 

Rear storage shelf and 'boot' area, where items can be kept out of sight. Tailgate now extends dc 
rear bumper height 
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STAR TEST 

Top-loading fridge has wire baskets and bottle storage: access is 
easy and the unit fits neatly into the line of kitchen units on the offside 

£ Relocation of the fridge has doubled the 
available cupboard space in the kitchen 
base unit? 

Zig SP4 12v electrical control panel and fresh water level gauge: 
adjacent mains socket is positioned over worktop area 

clock, we recorded 20.4mpg 
for a mixture of driving. We 
had no doubt that this figure 
would improve with mileage, 
but reckon that somewhere 
around the mid-20s would be 
reasonable for a laden Villa 
high-top on tour. 

One of the main considera­
tions with the new Transporter 
has been how to cut the roof 
without impairing the vehicle's 
inherent on-road safety. Villa's 
cut-out leaves much of the 
cab roof intact, but without 
impeding movement from the 
cab to the rear. To comply 
with VW's stringent safety 
requirements, considerable 
supplementary strengthening 
has been rebuilt into the vehi­
cle surrounding the cut-out. 

The actual opening is at full 
width over a length roughly 
equivalent to the VW's side 
entry door, tapering towards 
the front. The original roof is 
retained from the rear seat to 
the back of the vehicle. 

This design had to be 
crash-tested in Germany to 
satisfy VW that the conversion 
came up to passenger safety 
levels. In addition, Holdsworth 
have undertaken their own 
crash-test programme for 
such components as the rear 
bench seat, which is now built 
on a metal frame. Also crash-
tested were the lap belts, fit­
ted as standard, and their 
anchor points. 

As you might expect from a 
company with Holdsworth's 
experience their roof design is 
well matched to the new base 
vehicle to maximise aero­
dynamics and retain its crisp 
lines. The roof continues the 
angle of the VW's sloping front 
and is rounded nicely at the 
back, again to match the 
slight radius of the Kombi's 
rear wall. Here, also, Holds-
worth have further extended 
the Villa's carrying capacity 
by fitting a roof rack - the 
ladder was still to be fitted to 
our early prototype. 

Well-designed graphics 
enhance the new Transpor­
ter's clean lines and add col­
our to the otherwise all-white 
base vehicle. 

Access to Villa's living quar­
ters is either direct from the 
cab or through the nearside 
sliding door, where an inset 
step is set at a convenient 
15/jin above ground level. 
The sliding door works easily 
and is held in the fully open 
position by a positive lock. 

At first glance the new Villa 

interior differs little from that of 
its predecessor: kitchen and 
storage units along the off­
side, rear transverse bench 
seat, and a rear wardrobe and 
storage shelf/double bed 
extension. However, there are 
some quite noticeable differ­
ences. 

Gone is the Electrolux 
2cu.ft. fridge, to be replaced 
by a top-loading Camping 
Gaz model with a capacity of 
1.25cu.ft. A slight loss of cold 
storage is surely compen­
sated for by the greater con­
venience of this 240v/12v/gas 
top-loader, which has wire 
baskets and bottle storage. 

Also, relocation of the fridge 
has doubled the available 
cupboard space in the 
kitchen base unit. Floor area 
in the forward cupboard is 
given over to housing the 
van's portable toilet, included 
as standard, while a pull-out 

moulding in the other cup­
board is designed to take a 
four-person crockery set, also 
standard. 

Two hinged tops cover Vil­
la's combined sink/drainer 
and three-burner hob/grill. 
Stainless steel supports 
locate in slots on the under­
side of the worktops to hold 
them in the upright position. A 
small drawer beneath the sink 
is sectioned for cutlery. 

As in earlier Villas, cold 
water only is pumped to the 
kitchen sink from an under-
floor tank, for which a level 
gauge is fitted. The van's 12v 
electric pump is operated by 
a conveniently located foot 
switch. Waste water is fed to a 
separate external container. 

Electrics are a combination 
of 12v from the vehicle battery 
and mains, the latter wired 
from the external three-pin 
hook-up to a safety RCD unit, 

and from there to a single 13-
amp switched socket. Holds-
worth pre-wire the Villa for a 
second battery, which is one 
of the optional extras. 

Gas supplies are housed in 
a compartment in the ward­
robe base. Although sealed to 
the interior of the vehicle, the 
area is vented to the outside -
just one of the requirements of 
the SMMT Code of Construc­
tion to which all Holdsworth 
conversions comply. 

In addition to the storage 
available in the kitchen base 
unit, Villa offers a variety of 
cupboard and locker space, 
including the area beneath 
the settee. Villa's wardrobe is 
in the 'traditional' position 
behind the settee backrest 
and, so far as we could deter­
mine, offers about the same 
amount of space as earlier 
models. 

There's also a large floor 
area beneath the fridge hous­
ing, although access via the 
rear-most cupboard door may 
prove difficult. 

High-level storage is avail­
able over the cab and in a 
compartment over the rear 
settee, supplemented by the 
'boot', to which access is 
available via the tailgate. The 
latter now extends down to 
bumper height and is a 
weighty piece of equipment, 
even though mounted on gas 
struts to assist opening. Sen­
sibly, Holdsworth have fitted a 
leather strap to enable it to be 
lowered with ease. 

Villa seating includes a 
swivelling cab passenger 
seat plus the rear settee, 
which is fitted with two lap 
belts. Located just in front of 
the settee is the plinth for an 
island-leg table which, when 
not required, stores behind 
the settee backrest. The metal 
leg dips on to the inside of the 
wardrobe. 

Converting the settee into a 
double bed has to be the eas­
iest operation we have come 
across in a Volkswagen con­
version - even easier than the 
'rock 'n' roll' device which 
Holdsworth fitted to earlier 
models. Simply raise the lead­
ing edge of the settee and 
pull; the backrest drops to 
align with the rear cushion, 
creating a comfortable sleep­
ing area measuring 6ft 3'/4in x 
3ft 7/4in. A loop pull is pro­
vided to revert the bed to day­
time seating. 

As with the previous model, 
Villa is a two-berth as stan­
dard, but with the option of a 
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: e : ; n d bed in the high-top 
space. 

= ^orescent fittings are well 
z aced to give a good level of 
~:erior lighting at night. Cur­

ls i s , though unlined, are 
s..ostantial enough and gen-
e'ously cut to provide com-
z ete privacy. 

Villa's fully trimmed interior 
combines cord carpet ma­
terial in pale lilac with mid-
orown insets with an attractive 
and modern florai-pattern 
velour upholstery. The whole 
interior is colour co-ordinated, 
including the worktops and 
practical, short-pile fitted car­
pet which extends into the 
cab. 

Furniture units are built to a 
high standard and attention to 
detail is everywhere to be 
seen - in the lack of edge 
banding, the accurate mitring 
of cupboard fronts, and the 

d Converting the settee into a double bed is 
one of the easiest operations we have come 
across in a Volkswagen conversion 5 

Access to the new Transporter's engine compartment looks tight, but 
most of the service items are within convenient reach 

leading wor-coc eoces. 
Wipe-clean veneer finish 

chosen by Holdsworth is an 
attractive light ash. It's eas ; 

on the eye and adds f u n i s ' 
the sense of spacious-ess 
which is a feature of all Holds-
worth conversions, created z. 
good standing headroom c : 

6ft 3in and large areas z: 

glass, including sliding win­
dows in the body of the ve­
hicle and the high-top. 

Practicality combined with 
a sensible equipment level, 
an attractively modern interior 
coupled to a smart and well-
presented exterior all look set 
to propel Holdsworth's Villa on 
into the 90s. The emergence 
of the new, front-engine, front-
wheel drive Transporter can 
only further enhance the 
appeal of this popular conver­
sion. • 

HOLDSWORTH VILLA HIGH-TOP 
£19,196.68 
Converter 
Richard Holdsworth Conversions Ltd, Headley Road 
East, Woodley, Reading, Berkshire RG5 4NE. 
8 0734 692900. 
BODY 
Type: high-top 
Berths: two. optional four 
Construct ion: VW Kombi 
with roof cut-out and fitted 
GRP high-top. 
Insulat ion: inner cord carpet 
material, a i rspace between 
walls. 
Windows: laminated 
windscreen, toughened 
glass; sliding windows in 
body and high-top. 
Roof-l ights: one 
Doors: two in cab, nearside 
sliding door, rear tailgate. 
Dimensions: overall length, 
15ft 3in; width, 6ft '/sin; overall 
height, 8ft 3'/sin. 

INTERIOR 
Toilet room: no, but portable 
toilet housed in floor 
cupboard. 
Gas system: sealed 
compartment (vented to 
exterior) in wardrobe base; 

supply piped to isolator taps 
for individual appliances. 
Electrical system: 12v DC 
from vehicle battery to lights, 
water pump and Zig SP4 
control unit; 240v input to 
RCD and single 13-amp 
socket. 
Light ing: three fluorescent 
fittings, all 12v DC, plus cab 
and tailgate courtesy lights. 
Standard equipment 
includes: upholstered cab 
seats/headrests with swivel to 
passenger seat; cab carpet; 
stainless steel one-piece 
sink/drainer and three-burner 
hob/grill; top-loading 
1.25cu.ft fridge operates on 
gas/12v/240v; portable toilet; 
four-person crockery set plus 
cutlery storage; steel-frame 
settee seatbase with two 
crash-tested lap belts; island-
leg table; colour co-ordinated 
interior trim and soft 
furnishings; rear roof rack 

and ladder. 
Factory-fitted opt ions: 
second battery with charger 
and split relay, £185.06; 
Propex blown-air heater, 
£363.93; upholstered panels 
for roof bed, £80.19. 

BASE VEHICLE 
Model: Volkswagen 
Transporter Kombi. 
Engine: 1968cc water-
cooled four-cylinder ohc. Max 
power 84bhp at 4300rpm, 
max torque 117.2 lb ft at 
2200rpm. Compression ratio, 
8.5:1. 
Transmiss ion: five-speed 
manual, front-wheel drive. 
Steering: variable-ratio rack 
and pinion. 
Turning circ le: 38ft 4V4in. 
Suspension: front 
independent double 
wishbones with longitudinal 
torsion bars and additional 
progressive springs, 
hydraulic telescopic shock 
absorbers; rear diagonal 
trailing arm axle with coil 
springs and hydraulic 
telescopic shock absorbers. 
Brakes: front discs, rear 
drums. 

Tyres: 185 R 14. 
Factory-fitted opt ions: 1 9 
and 2.4-litre diesel engines. 
Importer: VAG (UK) Ltd, 
Yeoman's Drive, Blakelands, 
Milton Keynes MK14 5AN. 
S 0908 601187. 

Key: CS cab seat, SD sink/ 
drainer, HG hob/grill, F 
fridge, W wardrobe, C 
cushion (combines with S to 
make double bed), S settee 
T table. 

'OTOR CARAVAN MAGAZINE, November 1991 41 
 
www.vwT4camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T4 Transporter Campervans


	img001
	img002
	img003
	img004
	img005
	img006
	img007
	img008



