
ECONDHAND CHOICE 

°auline White enjoys this sprightly version 
a popular model built in 1993 by Richard 

of 
Holdsworth. 

.vent to Davan Caravans in Wes te r - supe r -
.'are expect ing to bo r row a R o m a h o m e for 

-~e day. That moto rcaravan had been so ld , 
;a I was of fered the Vil la Spor t instead, on 
:~e condi t ion that I wou ld indeed return it. 
This s ta tement wasn ' t because they didn' t 
: ' j s t me: Davan have been kind enough to 
3 ow me to bor row a 'van in the past. Peter 
S.vingler, the sales execut ive, thought I 
~ ght not want to return it af ter having 
: - v e n it. I have to admit there seemed to be 
I ot of power under that bonnet and it felt 
sa l ly good to drive. If first impressions were 
anything to go by, then Peter was quite right 
- I might not want to return it. 

Th is Vil la w a s a 'high spec ' moto r -
:a ravan . It came w i th power -ass i s ted 

s teer ing, cruise con t ro l , alloy whee ls , a larm 
pro tec t ion , awn ing , bike rack and a host of 
other opt ional ex t ras . It looked immacu la te 
and I searched for ages for any fault wi th the 
external appearance but I couldn' t find one. 
The body looked slick wi th its s loping front 
and low l ines. The t w o - t o n e b lue-st r iped 
graphics and the Vil la Spor t name gave it 
just the right touch of class. 

The conversion 
This w a s a convent iona l Vo l kswagen 
convers ion , w i th k i tchen facil i t ies and w a r d ­
robe a long the of fs ide and a forward- fac ing 
seat fil l ing the remain ing w id th of the 'van 
towards the rear. Behind the seat w a s a 
large storage space. 

The model tes ted had an elevat ing 
roof w i th sol id s ides. The first job before 
at tempt ing to raise the roof was to undo the 
four external roof cl ips. Accord ing to the 
ins t ruct ion, it w a s then only a mat ter of 
pushing up on the cent re of the roof and 
after a rise of six or so inches the gas struts 
w o u l d take up the hard w o r k . I did f ind this 
f irst push a litt le bit dif f icult. Once the roof 
w a s up, there w a s a long bolt wh ich eased 
and locked the rear panel into place and a 
smal l bolt wh ich locked the front one. W i th 
the roof up and locked, the bunk board 
cou ld be slid to the rear of the 'van to give 
over six feet of head room in the work ing 
area. The reverse opera t ion aided by a 
couple of handles lowered it back into place. 

: oush on the centre of the roof and the gas struts take up the hard work. The clever design of the long bolt ensures the roof panel is eased and locked into place. 
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V I L L A S P O R T 

Separate work tops hide the one-piece stainless steel The deep chest refrigerator will hold enough food for the The drawers hold cutlery and crockery. The larger 
sink and hob which looked as new. average couple. cupboard is designed to take a small chemical toilet. 

Two can eat in comfort at this table, which is quite firm on its centre pedestal. 

I n s i d e , a t h o r o u g h i n s p e c t i o n r e v e a l e d n o 
m a j o r p r o b l e m s . T h e o n l y t r a c e o f d a m a g e 
w a s a s m a l l p i e c e o f e d g i n g m i s s i n g a t t h e 
r e a r o f t h e k i t c h e n u n i t a n d t h e s m a l l e s t 
o f c h i p s o n t h e f r o n t . O n c e t h e c a r p e t h a d 
b e e n c l e a n e d , t h i s ' v a n w o u l d l o o k a s n e w . 
W i t h b l u e e x t e r n a l g r a p h i c s , it w a s n o 
s u r p r i s e t o f i n d a b l u e t h e m e i n s i d e . T h e 
u p h o l s t e r y w a s p r e d o m i n a n t l y b l u e w i t h b l u e 
u n l i n e d c u r t a i n s a t t h e w i n d o w s . T h e c o l o u r 
o f t h e f u r n i s h i n g s w a s w e l l b a l a n c e d w i t h 
t h e l i g h t a s h o f t h e w o o d w o r k . A l l t h e 
c o r n e r s w e r e r o u n d e d a n d t h e h e a t - r e s i s t a n t 
w o r k s u r f a c e s , a b e i g e / b r o w n i n c o l o u r , 
c o m p l e m e n t e d t h e d e c o r p e r f e c t l y . 

T h e k i t c h e n s e e m e d w e l l t h o u g h t o u t . 
T h e s i n k a n d c o o k i n g f a c i l i t i e s w e r e a o n e -
p i e c e u n i t i n s t a i n l e s s s t e e l , b u t t h e w o r k 
s u r f a c e w a s d i v i d e d s o t h a t o n l y o n e o r t h e 
o t h e r n e e d e d t o b e u n c o v e r e d a s n e c e s s a r y . 
F r o m f r o n t t o r e a r t h e r e w a s a s m a l l d r a i n e r 
n e x t t o a l a r g e s i n k w i t h a s i n g l e t a p . W a t e r 
w a s p u m p e d w i t h a f o o t s w i t c h l e a v i n g 
h a n d s f r e e a t a l l t i m e s . A t h r e e - b u r n e r 
S p i n f l o h o b w i t h g r i l l b e l o w a d j o i n e d t h e s i n k . 
T h e s w i t c h e s f o r t h e c o o k e r w e r e t o t h e r i g h t 
o f t h e s i d e p a n e l t h a t h e l d t h e w o r k s u r f a c e 
u p . T h i s w a s a g o o d s a f e t y f e a t u r e . T h e 
s t a i n l e s s s t e e l w a s s t i l l s p a r k l i n g . N e x t t o t h e 
h o b w a s a c h e s t r e f r i g e r a t o r w h i c h s e e m e d 
l a r g e e n o u g h t o c a t e r f o r m o s t c a m p i n g 
n e e d s . It w o u l d r u n o n t h e v e h i c l e b a t t e r y 
w h i l s t o n t h e m o v e , o r b y m a i n s e l e c t r i c i t y 
o r g a s w h e n s t a t i c . B e l o w t h e s i n k w a s a 
l a r g e c u t l e r y d r a w e r a n d b e l o w t h e g r i l l a 
d r a w e r w i t h d e d i c a t e d s t o r a g e f o r t h e 
c r o c k e r y , i n t h i s c a s e a t h r e e - p e r s o n 
m e l a m i n e s e t . B e l o w t h e c u t l e r y d r a w e r w a s 
a c u p b o a r d d e s i g n e d t o h o l d a F i a m m a 5 0 0 
t o i l e t , a n d n e x t t o t h a t a s m a l l c u p b o a r d 
f o r t h e p o t s a n d p a n s a n d s o m e e x t r a 
p r o v i s i o n s . T h e w h o l e u n i t s h o w e d v e r y l i t t l e 
s i g n o f a n y w e a r a n d t e a r . 

T w o p e o p l e c o u l d s i t a n d e a t i n c o m f o r t . 
T h e t a b l e t o p r e s t e d o n a c e n t r e p e d e s t a l 
a n d it r e m a i n e d q u i t e s t a b l e i n u s e . T h e 

The cab seat provides a comfortable place to lounge even when the bed is in place. 

The curtains are extremely generous and create a cosy 
atmosphere for sleeping. 

p e d e s t a l b a s e a l l o w e d t h e t a b l e t o b e t u r n e d 
t o e n a b l e a b i t o f m a n o e u v r a b i l i t y w h e n i n 
u s e . T h e t a b l e t o p s t o r e d b e h i n d t h e d r i v e r ' s 
s e a t a n d e v e n t h o u g h it d i d n ' t m o v e a t a l l 
d u r i n g s o m e r i g o r o u s t e s t i n g , I w o u l d s t i l l 
h a v e p r e f e r r e d it t o h a v e s o m e r e s t r a i n i n g 
c l i p s . T h e c a b p a s s e n g e r s e a t d i d s w i v e l b u t 
it w a s n ' t c l o s e e n o u g h t o t h e t a b l e t o b e o f 
u s e a t m e a l t i m e s . A n o p t i o n a l c a b s e a t 
t a b l e i s a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h d e a l e r s . 

S l e e p i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s 
M a k i n g u p t h e b e d p r o v e d e a s y : s i m p l y l i f t 
t h e s e a t b a s e a n d p u l l t h e w h o l e u n i t 
t o w a r d s t h e f r o n t o f t h e ' v a n . T h a t i s l i t e r a l l y 
a l l y o u n e e d t o d o . T h e r e s u l t i n g b e d w a s 

The wardrobe in the rear offside corner provides 
reasonable hanging space for two people. 

c o m f o r t a b l e a l t h o u g h a t r i f l e n a r r o w a t a 
t o u c h u n d e r 1 0 6 5 m m ( 3 f t 6 i n ) . B y s l i d i n g t h e 
b a s e f o r w a r d i n t h e r o o f s p a c e a s e c o n c 
b e d c o u l d b e m a d e . T h i s w a s n o t i n t e n d e c 
f o r a d u l t s b e c a u s e it w a s o n l y 1 5 2 5 m m ( 5 f t 
l o n g a n d t h e m a t t r e s s o n l y 4 0 m m (1 Va in 
t h i c k . T h e r e w a s n o l a d d e r o r s a f e t y n e t a n c 
v e r y l i t t l e s p a c e t o c l i m b u p t o i t . 

S t o r a g e 
F o o d w o u l d h a v e t o b e s t o r e d i n t h e k i t c h e n 
u n i t p r e v i o u s l y d e s c r i b e d . T h e w a r d r o b e in 
t h e r e a r o f f s i d e c o r n e r g a v e r e a s o n a b l e 
h a n g i n g s p a c e f o r t w o p e o p l e . A s m a 
c u p b o a r d i n t h e r e a r r o o f w o u l d t a k e f o l d e d 
i t e m s a n d u n d e r w e a r . T h e s e a t b a s e 
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S E C O N D H A N D C H O I C E 

. J ladder is provided to reach the roof rack which will Lift the tailgate to reveal loads more storage space and the gas bottle locker. 
-Jld up to 10kg in weight. 

z 

ne Tig units show the battery condition and the water 
evel. The spotlight is good for night-time reading. 

c o v i d e d a p a r t i t i o n e d s t o r a g e a r e a f o r 
c e d d i n g , a c c e s s e d f r o m t h e t o p . T h a t l e f t a 
= ' g e a r e a b e h i n d t h e r e a r s e a t . T h i s w a s j u s t 
<e t h e b o o t o f a h a t c h b a c k c a r . A p a r c e l 

j h e l f e n s u r e d p r i v a c y a n d p r o v e d p e r f e c t 
• . h e n o u t s h o p p i n g . A s m a l l r o o f r a c k w o u i d 
" d u p t o 1 0 k g i n w e i g h t b u t e v e r y t h i n g 
•• o u l d h a v e t o b e r e m o v e d b e f o r e r a i s i n g 

r o o f . 

G e n e r a l c o m f o r t 
~ ~ e s i d e w i n d o w s w e r e o p e n i n g a n d s i n g l e -
r ' a z e d . A f l y s c r e e n h a d b e e n p o s i t i o n e d 
e x t e r n a l l y t o p r o t e c t t h e o p e n i n g s e c t i o n s . 
_ n e w i n d o w s i n t h e r o o f a r e a w e r e f i x e d 
c o u b l e - g l a z e d u n i t s . T h e r e w a s a r o o f v e n t , 
c o t e c t e d b y a f l y s c r e e n b u t n o n i g h t b l i n d . 
_ g h t i n g s e e m e d j u s t a b o u t a d e q u a t e 
r e a r i n g i n m i n d t h a t t h i s w a s o n l y a s m a l 
" o t o r c a r a v a n . O n e a c h s i d e o f t h e ' v a n w a s 
2 i 8 w a t t f l u o r e s c e n t t u b e , p l u s a s p o t l i g h t 

t h e i n n e r o c c u p a n t o f t h e r e a r s e a t a n d 
5 c o u r t e s y l i g h t b y t h e s l i d i n g d o o r . T h i s s i d e 
: o o r g l i d e d e a s i l y a n d a l a r g e s t e p p r o t e c t e d 
. t h r u b b e r a l l o w e d e a s y a c c e s s . 

A P r o p e x b l o w n a i r s y s t e m p r o v i d e d 
" e a t i n g o n c o l d e r d a y s , t h e o u t l e t s b e i n g j u s t 
: e n m d t h e d r i v e r ' s s e a t . T h e ' v a n w a s w i r e d 

2 4 0 v o l t s a n d a m a i n s s o c k e t w a s 
: - o v i d e d t o t h e r i g h t o f t h e Z i g u n i t s a b o v e 
fte f r i d g e . T h e r e s e e m e d t o b e v e r y l i t t l e 

D r g o t t e n i n t h i s V i l l a . 

The large inset step is plastic-lined and 
the rubber mats keep the carpet clean. 

T h e c a b 
T h e c a r p e t h a d b e e n e x t e n d e d i n t o t h e c a b , 
b u t t h e p r e v i o u s o w n e r h a d l e f t s o m e r u b b e r 
m a t s . T h e i n s e t s t e p s , l i n e d w i t h p l a s t i c , 
w o u l d b e e a s y t o k e e p c l e a n . T h e f r o n t s e a t s 
h a d b e e n u p h o l s t e r e d t o m a t c h t h e r e s t o f 
t h e ' v a n a n d e a c h h a d a p a i r o f a r m r e s t s . 
I w a s v e r y i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e o v e r a l l q u a l i t y 
a n d f i n i s h o f t h i s c a b . T h e i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n 
w a s e x t r e m e l y c l e a r a n d c o n c i s e . T h e d i g i t a l 
c l o c k w a s e a s i l y v i s i b l e e v e n w h e n I w a s 
d r i v i n g . C a b s t o r a g e w a s g o o d . A l o c k a b l e 
c o m p a r t m e n t w a s p r o v i d e d i n f r o n t o f t h e 

p a s s e n g e r a n d t h e r e w a s a s m a l l o p e n 
c o m p a r t m e n t o n e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e s t e e r i n g 
c o l u m n . A l a r g e p o c k e t o n e a c h d o o r w o u l d 
t a k e a l l t h o s e r o a d m a p s a n d g u i d e b o o k s . 
A C l a r i o n C R H 3 5 r a d i o , r e m o v a b l e f o r a d d e d 
s e c u r i t y , w a s f i t t e d . T h e r e w e r e f o u r 
s p e a k e r s , o n e i n e a c h d o o r a n d t w o i n t h e 
r e a r t a i l g a t e . P a s s a g e t o t h e r e a r o f t h e ' v a n 
w a s h a m p e r e d b y t h e c e n t r a ! g e a r l e v e r 
m o u n t e d o n t h e f l o o r . T h e h a n d b r a k e w a s 
t u c k e d n i c e l y i n t o t h e l e f t o f t h e d r i v e r a n d 
d i d n ' t g e t i n t h e w a y . 

One of the best cab layouts that I've ever seen. It has all the essential information clearly visible. 
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V I L L A S P O R T SECONDHAND CHOICE 

A 2.5-litre, 5-cylinder, fuel-injected petrol engine provides more than enough power. The spare wheel is located towards the rear end of the 'van. 

Driving the Villa 
Only the fact that I was seated quite high in 
the cab told me I was not driving a car. The 
suspension of the Volkswagen did allow 
more body roll than in the Talbot Express or 
Fiat Ducato, but there was little or no effect 
from passing lorries. Top marks for handling. 
The 2.5-litre, 5-cylinder petrol injection 
engine was more than adequate for this 
motorcaravan. Its response was smooth and 
quick. Chalky had to keep reminding me 
to slow down to keep within the speed 
limits whilst we were on the motorway. 
Need I say more? Driving more sedately 
wasn' t a problem either. I crept around the 
town without excessive gear changing and 
at slow speeds the power-assisted steering 
made cornering and parking easy. 

We don' t have many height barriers in 
our town, but the Villa would easily go under 
many and it only needed one parking space, 
such was its versatility. Wherever I went, 
driving was simplicity itself. Gear change 
was easy and the clutch worked well, as did 
the brakes. The door mirrors and the rear 
window provided excellent all-round vision. 
The rear window also had a washer and 
wiper as standard. I did try out the heater, 
but I really needed cold air on the day of the 
test and I got it. 

My passenger didn't complain of any 
discomfort during the test drive, although he 
did comment on that body roll previously 
mentioned. Both front seats were protected 
with lap and diagonal seat belts and head 
restraints but rear passengers weren't quite 
so lucky. Seats that are dual purpose are 
never quite as comfortable as those which 
have been purpose-designed. The rear seat 
was fitted with lap restraints but did not have 

the benefit of head rests. However, it was 
constructed with a metal frame which had 
been crash-tested. 

And more? 
A second battery, chargeable through the 
Zig unit was housed under a black cover 
to the right of the engine compartment . A 
54-litre fresh water underfloor tank was 
f i t ted. Dedicated storage for two small gas 
bott les, held in place with straps, was in 
a compartment below the wardrobe. Gas 
isolators were in the wardrobe as was the 
storage for the table leg. 

In conclusion 
For two people this motorcaravan could be 
absolutely great. I think it is a younger 
person's motorcaravan, but Chalky says why 
should they have all the fun? It could be 
used as the sole means of transport 
because it feels just like a car to drive and is 
small enough to cope with shopping trips in 
large cities or small towns. The strength 
needed to raise the roof those first few 
inches may deter the single woman. The 
tailgate with the bicycle rack might also be 
too heavy for some people. All those extra 
opt ions fitted will have eaten up some of 
the weight al lowance, but there should be 
enough left for two people. A trip to 
your local weighbridge should confirm this. 
A comprehensive instruction manual, plus 
instruction leaflets on how to use those fitted 
extras are provided. 

The condit ion of this motorcaravan with 
its high level of specification and extras 
made it very good value. Only the regis­
tration and number of miles on the clock 
suggested that it was more than two years 

old. I did return the 'van to Davan becaus 
I do want them to lend me some more in th 
future. Peter was wait ing for me. Was it 
look of relief on his face? I think he migl 
like to have owned this one himself! 

My thanks to Davan Caravans L:: 
St Georges, Weston-super-Mare, BS22 C> 
(tel: 01934 510606) for the loan of the t a 
vehicle. 

Facts and figures: 
Model tested: Holdsworth Villa Sport with 
elevating roof on a swb Volkswagen T4 
chassis 
Mechanical spec: 2.5-litre, 5-cylinder fuel-
injected engine with catalytic converter, a 
5-speed gearbox and front-wheel drive. 
Uses unleaded petrol. 
Overall length: 4.65m (15ft 3in) excluding 
nudge bar and bike rack 
Overall width: 2.16m (7ft 1 in) 
Overall height: 2.21m (7ft 3in) roof down, 
2.69m (8ft 10in) roof up 
Sleeping: One double 1.85m x 1.04m (6ft 1 in 
x 3ft 5in), upper bunk 1.52m x 1.12m (5ft Oin :• 
3ft 8in) 
Seating: Bench seat 1.04m (3ft Sin) wide 
Cooking: Spinflo 3-burner hob with grill belo/. 
Refrigerator: Camping Gaz CTL 175 top 
loading 
Fresh water: 54-litre (12-gal) external 
underfloor tank 
Water heater: Not fitted 
Space heater: Propex blown air system 
Gas bott le storage: Space for 2 x 2.72kg 
Camping Gaz bottles 
Added extras: Nudge bar (is removable), 
Fiamma F35 Florida awning, Fiamma bike 
rack, cruise control, tow bar and electrics. 
First registered: April 1993 
Recorded mileage: 31 613 miles 
Previous owners: Two 
Price as tested: £17 640 C 

The only 
Dealer for 
Romahome in 
the Bristol area 

NEW CITROENS 
AND THE 
RENAULT ST MICHEL 
ON SHOW NOW 

AVON MOTOR CARAVANS 
1 Ashford Road, Redhill, 

Bristol BS18 7TH 
We are on the A38, one mile 

south of Bristol (Lulsgate) Airport. 
Open seven days a week, 10am-6pm 

Telephone: 01275 472277 

The best usee 
motorcaravans, full\ 

prepared, servicec 
and guaranteec 

Also, we want to buy 
good, clean, used 

motorcaravans 
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